
 

Changing dietary habits in a changing world: Emerging drivers for the
transmission of foodborne parasitic zoonoses

   
   
   
Abstract:

Changing eating habits, population growth and movements, global trade of foodstuff, changes in food
production systems, climate change, increased awareness and better diagnostic tools are some of the main
drivers affecting the emergence or re-emergence of many foodborne parasitic diseases in recent years. In
particular, the increasing demand for exotic and raw food is one of the reasons why reports of foodborne
infections, and especially waterborne parasitosis, have increased in the last years. Moreover increasing
global demand for protein of animal origin has led to certain farming practices (e.g. aquaculture) increasing
in emerging or developing countries, where health monitoring may not be sufficiently implemented.
Therefore, high quality epidemiological data are needed which together with biological, economic, social
and cultural variables should be taken into account when setting control programs for these increasingly
popular production systems in emerging economies. This review focuses on the dietary, social, economic
and environmental changes that may cause an increase in human exposure to foodborne parasites. Some
examples illustrating these new epidemiological dynamics of transmission foodborne parasitic disease are
presented.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Human Conflict/Displacement

Food/Water Quality: Pathogen, Pathogen
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Food/Water Security: Nutritional Quality

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Zoonotic Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Giardiasis

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease (other): Parasitic infections;Toxoplasmosis;Cysticercosis

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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